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ROAD TEST

The UK range

The £69,310.31 Mondial t is one of the oldest
bodies offered by Ferrari in 1991, having debuted
as a three-litre in spring |980. Thus it has been
adapted to technical and body introductions at
regular intervals, taking on the four valves per
cylinder version of the V8 in 1982, listed with the
alternative cabriolet soft top from 1984 (which
now costs £74, 720.21 in the UK) and implanted
with a 3.2-litre/270 bhp V8 from |985.

The 3.4-litre layout tested here was intro-
duced at Geneva Show, 1989. An automatic
clutch systern from Valeo was shown at Paris in
1991 it is not listed for British customers, but this
Ingenious unit (working upon vacuum Servo
principles) has been promoted actively for North
American customers. We used the transverse
five-speed gearbox, equipped as standard with a
ZF limited slip final drive. The only extras on the
test car were the slowest electric sunroof we
have ever commanded (£1,378.57) and a leather
dashboard finish for £969.96. Other Ferraris
isted for Britain are the popular 348 in open and
shut form, but we are only talking of less than a
total 300 Ferrari imports per annum in the rigidly
controlled production totals, so the ‘popular
adjective 1s simply to define the model that sells
most on our home market, The 348 tb (closed
coupe, b for Berlinetta) would retail for
£76,534.12 and the 348 ts (s for Spyder, conver-
tible) for £78,348.02. | say “would" because Alan
Mapp, spokesman for the official importer,
reports that waiting lists are still measured "by the
year although he admits that the recession has
seen customers ask for their deposits back, or for
a place further down the priority lists, As an
dverage, we understand that the primary effect of
the recession has been to cut Ferrari delivery
times from seven to five years: not in the Morgan
class for tardiness, but they are a mite more
expensive.
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The real supercar Ferraris in most minds, rated
as capable of |71 and 20| mph respectively,
comprise the £127,005.25 Testarossa, and the
£197.501.93 F40. The Testarossa is no longer
made: a basically similar 512 TR successor has
been unvelled, existing orders merely transferred
for deliveries that will begin next summer (lhd
production from February). The powertrain
remains based on the Boxer | 2. now yielding 422
bhp from five litres.

Our test car came from the sole importer for
Britain, Maranello Concessionaires at Egham in
surrey. We were also allowed a few hours to
ook around the new multi-million pound techni
cal centre A detail examination of the five Ferran

F40s on the premises showed a number of

running changes which reflect the lessons learned
about public road practicalities in a production run
of more than | | 00 that continues in modified form
or the States. Star exhibits are the restoration
facilities that are literally capable of fabricating and
g bullding a complete Ferrar, even the most
abused, chopped top' convertible conversion

Technical analysis

The Ferrari legend has been built around |2-
cylinder engines of varying configurations, but the
V8 at the heart of the Mondial and 348 ranges is a
lar cry from those operatic performers. The
competitive heritage emerges in items such as the
generation of 88 bhp per litre, dry sump lubri-
cation and a /500 rpm limit for its short stroke
3.4 litres. The 300 bhp generated at 7200 rpm
has to shift over 3300 Ib. The company claims a
Mondial accomplishes 0-62 mph in 6.3 sec with a
maximum of | 58 mph, figures we found credible

arter our test session

The body (left and top) is built by
Ferrari to a Pininfarina design.

There 15 a handbook

out with every new Ferran. After 704 test miles
the contorted dipstick reported no need 1oF

replenishment. In other key areas the alloy V8 158
much more routine motor, its twin overhead
camshafts on each bank driven by one belt and it§

fuelling and ignition needs efficiently managed
through the thickest of London Christmas traffi€
by Bosch M2.7 Motronic. The technical novelty
amongst the mid-engined classes is the disposition
of engine and gearbox, Ferrari adopting a longe

tudinal engine location and transverse geal DOX I

| 989 tor this model. The advantage is a particulary
compact power pack when installed in the 348,
the gearbox/transaxle wrapped tidily aft of the V&
Power is taken from the crankshaft directly
through a gearbox mamnshaft, which has the
liywheel attached on the far side of the gearboX
not the engine crankshaft output, and the fly:
wheel 1s a twin mass unit that allows power
transterence via a clutch to a transverse pinion
that turns the power through 90 degrees. The
rest of the gearbox. is described as “a pretty
conventional twin shaft unit™ by Maranello techs
nical director Peter Whittle. He adds {;}r-t_?ud{)’
that "the plus point in service is that the clute
can be changed in 20 minutes, no bother,” The
Dody Is bullt at Ferrar to a Pininfarina desigr and

features a mixture of external steel panelling N0
the traditional Ferrari tubular and box section
chassis sections: the company also paneis Its
underbodies to provide the equivalent f a
racing cars flat form. The aerodynamic drag
factor 1s not quoted (above 0.36Cd 15 th€
intormed guess), but it 1s worth noting that this

Ferrari is significantly lower, wider and heaviel
{ |ast

than the two F-_l.;'_ir sChe 91 | dernvatives tested
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generally bulkier platform (wheelbase

the middlew eipght saloon car leagu

recommendation 18
check oll level every 500 km/310 miles and
replenish from the two containers of Agip sent
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104.3 in) than the 311,  The traditional Ferrar
SIee) Chassis 1$ massively F'l_ll':d:’-;zﬂd tubular and box
secuon. structure that shows up well In the
festoration booths of Maranello. This plump
approach ncreased comfort levels rather more
than the three-position electro-hydraulic dampetr
rde comfort adjustment selector provided in the
cockpit to activate a Bilstein-Ferrar system.

Action

Although the handbrake is mounted to the right,

N the pertect trouser turn-up ambush position
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reservoirs, each a work of Ferrari-embossed art),
boot lid, engine cover and front luggage area
Inspect the contents of each compartment and
the shim boot proves suflicierit to take weekend or
sports bags, whilst the front compartment s
unusually spacious becaduse there 1S no spare
wheel or tyre at alll Instead, an exquisite brown
leather satchel 1s strapped benind the ¢apacious
front radiator with its twin fans. Within 1s a usetul
tool kit and selection of all the spare bulbs you
could need, plus a canister of gunk to squirt within
the (completely) deflated tyre that will get you

home at speeds beyond that of a Run Flat tyre or
an emergency simiine cover.

A modest set of keys, one of the few items to
lack the Prancang Horse insignia, command an
engine that starts promptly and idies at a shghtly
rapid 1000 rpm.The car is well equipped to deal
with adverse weather conditions, havi 12 X celient
pop-up lights and windscreen wasnher that imitate
the old rallycross trick of mounting the jets on the
operating arms. Also, the heating and ventilation
are notably effective, along with the electric
elements in the U-curve oOf the rear screen The
front screen bears a deep blue shaded band at the
top and the only time you are really conscious ol

T

the bonnet extremities 15 when the headlamps

Cabin trim 15 erratic: we benefited from a
leather finish instead of plastic to the dasn panel,
yel two unpr mpted onlookers commented on
ts spartan appearance. |he handbrake and its
surrounds are in a varety of plastics and fits that
do not belong in this price bracket and the variety
of cabin noises was more akin to an orchestra,
albeit an unusual one, for there were gulips
(distressed ventilation valving?), buzzes (excited
DYy particular low speed engine rev ranges) and
some authentic transmussion speeches. [hese
covered everything tfrom a gentle whinge to an
occasional hard podl whine that was a modest
mitation of the toothed audibility of competition

car transaxies

The barren cockpit
is somewhat ot
odds with

the opulence of
leather seats.

| here was one overwhelming coid start bug-

bear: the traditional Ferran aversion to selecting

second gear with anything other than steamy Agip
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FERRARI MONDIAL T

from four- to five-speed gearbox. In fact the
t'f;_*n.J.f‘-aL:u:-{?f:i charactenstic made us feel pretty

e after a clean start at minus five d(fq_(ﬁ”

vuinerao :
for 400 yards after said ignition, the Ferran would
face the morning qualfication session that takes
place on our local dual carmageway, hard pushed
to blend in with the traffic when we were using a
self-imposed 3000 rpm (the oll pressure soaring
above the usual /0 psi when cold) and were
forced to shift from 3000 rpm in first to little ove:
| 500 in third. This was not a fault peculiar to one
Ferrar. We were warned about the trat when
we took delivery and can actually remember it
occurring on other ltalian brands with all kinds of
pPOWe! particularty front-engine,
rear-gearbox Alfa Romeos. | hat aside, driving the
Mondial was an unmutigated pleasure

The driving position, offset aside, was a pleas-
dnl SuUrprise, 4s wads the vision oftered b‘y the
Mondial's low (it cuts a couple of inches from the
roofline of a 91 | ) but excellently plazed cabin. | he
only operational snag was that the seat upright
moved half an inch or so under braking and
acceleration, but we learned to live with that.

tran layouts,

Initially the steering simply seems like any other
power assisted device for tackling tight conhines,
because of the poor lock. A

assitance being vita
welcome OppPoOrtunity 1o cover an NOUr's run on
remarkably empty A and B roads revealed the
truth: Ferrari engineers have wrought a powel
systern that chats constantly with the driver, yet
the vehicle itselt remains stable despite the con-
stant ‘messages at the wheel nm about the
cambers and surfaces that are passing beneath.
The Mondial also ndes over bumps and crests
equably, so much so that we only needed 1o
resort to the 'soft’ setting on the cockpit adjustable
Bilstein layout for the slowest and roughest of city
streets.

The 'hard position was only selected for
speed  and track. handling
research. T he steering has to be outstanding In its
perception of the road and the Mondial's posi-

mMaxXirmum SOmMme

tion, because the Mondial has more low speed
oversteer than any current production vehicle
assessed by the author in the last |0 years

At first you simply think that it cannot let go at
this speed, that it must feel worse than it 15, The

Ferrari can be easily (and eniovably) recovered

from such situations, but it might be better if they

Provie 11'_'-1_]' Mo e £ an the hirst [ﬂ.ti't* We | avic the
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Despite its in-line V8, the Mondial has a usable,
though not capacious, boot.
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were truly spectacular. The straightline perform
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“At speed the Ferrari
lost all trace of its
second and third gear
tail-happiness and
seemed to become
more stable the
faster it went”
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hould be more valued by most motonsts than
and here the [ errari 1S df

Third gear is particularly
0-70 mph, so that you

Ferrarn totally
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tancstill

D mitted, the Ferrarlt 15 also an
exceptional consumer of motorway miles. The
gearing Is shortishat 21.15 mph per | 000 rpm n
hfth but the h.':g?"n-ai': rpm Lmitt means the Mondial
feels unstressed at 5000 rpm (106 mph) and

d = = P i e - e N - - " "’ i 3 M :
'-."'*..r‘t_}l_.|:_J e DET :{,”\r f'.,lL}}_;f (O N mrom _}L.'J'._:'{._; 1O

_— —

7 mph) from one end of Germany

Only the oll temperature gauge
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ow hard the alloy V8 1s working, rising to
210 degC when worked in the 2000 plus zone
recularly. No sign of oll consumption could be
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Testarossa

Son of

Verdict

here were some areas in which the Ferran did
not measure up 1o s obvious Porsche 91|
number ol

OPROSITION particuiarty in tnhe

assorted puzzes, ".:'{ritj--tkw, trim deficiencies and a
slow gearchange — bul the Mondial eme; E‘H-"d ds
thatl Mmote ring conragiction. 4 pPrac tical Ferrari
T he Mondial t has enougnh performance to be
enthralling, ride comfort enough to teach some
MId-range saloon car manutacturers a Ti"u-"tj;; O
two and a mild whitt of the Prancing Horse
Th!?é

when the VB 1s busking in the nigher rpm ranges

mystique. Decomes positive

y rampant

and the [:‘:E:_j-_fw‘:{',: tyres are 'Df_*:ﬁg?_ asked to do some
Viv'( .’T'{"l :

Maranello Concessionaires candidly admits
that it 15 not easy to persuage customers to try

the charms of the Mondial, but once we get

-

them INnto one, they sweal t}':,' ?i‘u_;jrr! ._'1:““'_1 are

quite likely to buy another. Alter a /00-mile

long weekend and our track sessions, we can
unaerstand whny this Ferrart, a modest PEeI
former by the standards of the marque, 1s the

to use a Ferrari every

day of the week
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' 34 L . " b=
need of |1Y4. 5moDn

cveeeees lOngitudinally mid-mounted
veesssiraie- SO OOE VO
cvreranreeenes B9 X 75 MM
3405 cc

10.4 to |

........ dohc, four valves per cylinder
Lol 300 bhp/7200 rpm

LOCRRION +ivvshivviaversstoss
Cylinders ..o,
Bore X stroke

RO v vvsisnasansa
Compression ratio
Valve gear .........

Power ...........

£ o ¢ SN e PSR . e 234 |b f/4200 rpm

uma e a¥oA five-speed manual, rear-wheel drive

GEARBOX

vereer. double wishbones, co-axial coil springs.,

cockpit adjustable Bilstein dampers

Rear ......... double wishbones, co-axial springs, cockpit
adjustable Bilstein dampers

WHsRE ..o\ icnmasenani light alloy 7x16 (f), 8x16 (r)
ceerinnnrenns Goodyear Eagle 205/55 ZR16 (f),
225/55 ZR16(r)

BRAKES

i PO OO e (R ventilated discs all round

rack and pinion, servo assisted

TYDE vasecassossasssnisnsnnnn; .
Turns, lock to lock ..........

cerenenen 2630 mm
1522/1560 mm
s 4535 mm
1810 mm
1235 mm
1503 kg
ivsansisanan ks U ENOOS

Wheelbase
FrONtIRBRE TIBEK & oxeasrsorsinrmsespunmvssssnsss .
Overall length

Overall width ..........

Overall height ..........

Kerb weight

Fuel tank

-----------------------------

PERFORMANCE

10.25 sec
| 2.96 sec
16.33 sec

2.66 sec
. 3.87 sec
- 5.27 sec

0-30 mph
0-40 mph
0-50 mph
0-60 mph .. 6.52 sec
0-70 mph 8.26 sec
50-70 mph in fourth/fifth gears .

0-80 mph
0-90 mph
0- 100 mph
0-1 10 mph ... 19.17 sec
0-120 mph 23,14 sec
W YK T ST -

Maximum speed 153.06 mph

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Average for test 1551 mpg
Government figures:
Urban .........
56 mph

75 mph

12.8 mpg
30.0 mpg
25.1 mpg

£69,310.31

LIST PRICE

S—
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