With four camshafts, four valves per cylinder '
(hence the ‘*Quattrovalvole’ tag), and fuel L
injection, the Ferrari Mondial now produces a \
claimed 240 bhp. It is a beautifully made and \
practical 2-plus-2, but it is as quick as you’d

expect for a price of nearly £26,000?

Jeremy Sinek investigates

Photographs by Peter Burn
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FERRARI ARE fighting back, After a
debifitating few years when ever-stiff-
ening emissions regulatons sapped
e strangth of Maranella's thres-litre
VB screamer, the progress char has
tumed: uowards again. A magic mgre-
drenl code-named CQuatirovahole has
effected a miracle cure, and Fesan s
med-angined trio are back running
strongly in the supercar laague wharng
Ty bafong.

Ferran fans could be excused if far a
time thesr loyalty had wavered. A& Fer
ran without real partarmance 5 about
a5 unthinkable 1w foBowers of the
prancing horse as alcoholree lager 5
10 8 read 3¢ connoisseur, and it was
feliowing the launch of the Mondial B in
1980 — a 2 + 2 replacement for the
uniovely yet popular 308 GT4 — thnat
their loyalty was put 1o the toughest
1est The Mondial's oebut coincided
with developments 1o e classic four-
cam VB that may well have cleaned up
its exhaust, but which also slashed s
power from @ one-time 255 to a com-
paratively puny 214 brake horse power.
The adoption of Bosch K-Jetronic injec-
tion and Marelli Digiplex fully alectronic
ignition did wonders for the engne's
traciability and social acceptability, but
softer cam timing knocked hefl out of
the engine's top end bite, and to com-
paund the fedony the Mondial was sub-
stantially heawvier and bulleer than the
car it replaced. The resull was a super-
car hard pressed 10 exceed 135 mph,
and which could be matched on Sprint-
ing power by quite a few full sized
luxury saloons. That the new car had a
superbly well soned chassis served
marely 1o sharpen the awareness of its
comparative lack of performance. And
although whean fhtted with the same
angine, the kghter 308s GTHi and GTSi
were guicker than the Maondial, thay
weere still only shadows of their former
Sishas,

Appropriately, it was the Mondial
that banefited first from the develop
mant that has now remedied the Situe-
tion, making its appsarance  this
summer with a discreet Juattrovaivole
badge on s 1ail denoting a new four-
valves per cylinder layout  which,
eccording to Ferras, owed much o the
company’s Formula 1 programme. In
conjunction with & compresson ratio
increase from 8.8 10 9.2:1, power was
baasted from 214 Bhp (DIN) at 6,600
om0 240 bhp st 7000 rpm, and
tonque from 179 &b ft a1 4,600 rpm 10
192 |b f1 a1 5,000 rpr — nat, on gaper,
Quite back 10 Square one Dul, a5 we
shall see. it seems a far bel thal
1982°s horses are bigger than those of
the mid-seventies when trades de-
scriptions legulation wasn't as inhibit-
ing &s it is today

Otherwise the Mondial is unchanged
from the car we reported on in Decem-
ber last year. The 2.827cc engine is-an
al-alioy 20 deg V8 and is instalied trans-
versely, just ahead of the rear wheels
whach it drives via a five-speed trans-
mission and limited slip differantial
The suspansion is by a classic double-
wishbane fayaul frant and rear wilh coil
sprnings and Koni dampars, an ant-roll
bar at each end, and anti-dive geometry
at the front, The steenng is by rack and
pinion, and there are massive venti
lated disc brakes ai both ends. AN ths
15 installed on a tubular steel chasss
framae, which i5 in turm clothed o a
mostly s1ee body (the boot kds and
enging covar are of sluminium). styled
by Pininfarina and buit by Scaghetl.
Far the first time in @ Ferran, the power
train and rear suspenseon ane all assem:
bled on 8 separate, detachable sub-
frame

Like most supercars, the Mondial is
a deceptively large maching — one
inch longer than an Austin Ambassa-
aar, for example; and a Tull two inches

widef, It's a heavy car, too: at 28.5 owt,
It g5 thi scales at about 150 Ibs more
than a 2.8 fre Ford Granada. In that
conext, an engine displacing just owver
2.9 lires doesn’t look ower-generous
when you're asming a1 performance in
the supercar league, and 1o achieve i1,
something has 1o give. In the Maondial,
the price Ferar's engineers have
elected to pay is relinemant and eco-
nomy on the molonwvay. AL just 18.7
mph per 1,000 rpm in 1op the Mondial
iz by modem standards assurdly low
gearad most rvals have a longer
sinde in fourth than the hMondial goes
in fifth. In an era when many Car man-
facturers -are retyving on high 1ongue,
lowe weight and minimal aemdynamg
drag to be able 10 pull ultra long-legged
geanng. the Faerran's rav-iorever en-
gine and sprint geanng are hike & throw-
back 1o another era

The fact is. however, that it waorks
On a blustery day with the barometer
hanging kow we lapped Vauxhalls Mill-
brook high speed bowl at 146.1 mph,
making e manufaciurer's claim of
149 mph seem il anylhsng on the con-
Servative sade given a good day and a
long .“:[f-ﬂiﬂ-‘i'l whang thene's no power
absorbed i cornering forces, Our car
fely capable of pulling the red line in
fifth, which corespands 1o 151.3 mph

Conditicns  on  the - acceleration
straights wang far from wdead 100, and
the need for 3 second-to-third gear-
change a1 59 mph wasn't going to do
the 0-80 mph time any fawours. Even
50, e times are impressive: 0-60 mph
in 6.4 sec and 0-100 mph in 16.2 sec
are wirtually identical 1o those of the
lighter 308GT4, and firmly re-establish
the Mondiad in the supercar lesgue. So
oo do such fourth gear pick-up times
a5 30-50 mph in 5.6 sec. 50-70 mph in
52, and 70:30 mph in 5.7 sec. Only
when left 1o accelerate in top gear
does the Mondal tag behind the stan-

dards of its class, though even then the
comesponding times for the seme in-
crements — B.5, 8.6 and 8.3 sec — say
that it's far trom sluggish

What the bald figures cannol convey
I5 the way this parformance is dely-
ered. The Feran formula of a relativaly
small, high-rentving screamer of an en
gine may be an anachronism, but what
a magnifcent one. The breadth of s
power band s simply breatntaking. in
twvn you can Stuff it in top and the
angine will accelerata whistle-claan
I below 1,000 mm. o your mo-
mams of forgetfullness, Il pull away
from rest in third gear, It's a5 traciable
a3 @ steam engne when conditions
demand it

Yer show it an open road and it's
transformed. From 5,000 pm, when
1he power comes in hasd and the en-
gine's note bacomes an exultant howd,
t's a classic thoroughbred of the kind
ooly the italians know how 1o build
The tachometer red line is &t 7,700 rpm
and the engine will spin to it 50 eagerly,
so utlerly smoothly, that it's just as
wall that Ferran also h1 an electronic
iy fmalar that cuts moat 7,800 rom

Needless 1o say a Mondial engine
when given its head is far from quist
whi in thesr nght mings would want it
1o be? But driven with moderation
kept balow about 3,500 rpm, say — the
angine 15 nacaly muted. And al hagher
speads % smoothness, ns ok of
strain, does much 10 mMabgate 1he
gifect of low gearing. Even so, 100
mph corresponds 10 a very busy 5,100
o in top gear, and an effortiess stride
on the avobahn is whal you sacnfice
o achieve siout-hearted performance
from & small enging

The price in economy, howewver, is
net 85 great as you'd expect Admit- |
tedly the 148 mpg retumed by the
Mondial over its first few huandred
miles with us is poor, but we suspect |




that at that stage the engine was suf-
fenng from a mystery power [0ss that
was also affecting s performance, i
our early subjective ImMprassons are
amvything 10 o by. By the tme we teok
our figuras, howaver, this had evident-
Iy cleared iself, and it's signaficant that
aver the second part of our test, which
meluded  performance  tasting, the
Mondial returned a wvery respectable
18.6 mpg. Acheved withoul the
benefits of low weight and high gear-
ing, this speaks volumes for the en-
gine's nherent efficiancy. Just think
wihal might be possible in a car 20 per
cent lighter and cormespondangly higher
gaared Nonetheless, 118 a major
step in the right direction, and sug-
gests thet more than 20 mpg should bae
anainable given only a modicum of
moderation,

You could 8lso say thal moderation s
a part of the Mondial's appeal in a
broader sense. As a Ferran should, the
Mondial has the power to thrll in the
short tesm; but it's also, o a greater
degree than any previous Ferrar, a
sensible car — an undemanding, evean
gentle car to drive, and an easy one to
e with in the long-term. For a start
there’s that fhexible and utterky untam-
peramantal enging. Than thera's the
clutch, which s modérately weighted

pandulous oversteer that affects some
supercars if you inadvertently enter a
cornes oo fast ang react by lifting
gnanply off 1he throttle

For the senous driver, the Mondal is
a1 its beast endearing in the wet, when
the grip of its 240/55 VR 390 Michelin
TAXs is modest, and the consequent
lack of loading on the suspension
lsaves the steenng short on feel just
when you need it the most

On a dry road it all comes together
Az you start 1o explore the high outer
Emits of its roadholding and get seme
Isad cnto the suspension, the steering
gains in bath weight and feel, There is
scarcely any body lean, and the chassis
i& marvelousty wall balanced. Mild ini-
tial understear can be balanced out on
the thrattle 1o give a wriually nautral
attitude, of avan, through tighter
curves, it can be powened out into an
easity held 1ail shide. Lifting off or brak-
ing deep inlo a bend tightans the cars
line without upsetting ns poise of its
balance and the suspension takes mid-
comer bumps in s stride. though
stesnng kickback can become fire-
same on lumpy secondary roads and
makes it ticky 10 hold the car accu-
rately on line at speed

One of our testers aiso found the
Miondial a handful under hard braking in

Abave: redesigned central console houses the sterea, electronic chack panel, and air
conditioning controks, and electric controls for windows, glove box, aerial fuel
fifler. Rear seats, right, are comfortable but short on legroom

and a5 genthe in 15 engagement as any
small saloon's. And i1s SLeanng 15 &asy
on the arms

Oty the Ferran-typical metal gated
gearchange still demands conscious in-
puts from the driver. Almost imposs-
ibly obsinective when cold — especially
the dog-leg shift from first 10 second —
It metains a nolchy, hadvy-rmetdd quality
whan wanm that won't tolerate kmp-
wrigted treatment. Handle it with the
Bppropriate autiority, however, and it
revards you with tremendously fast
and positive upshifts. There's some-
thing encamously satisfying about 1he
metal on metal chckety-clack — like a
train’s wneels passing over points —
&s you slam the lever throwgh from shot
to slot

Conversaly, whie the Mondial's
handling alzo responds satistyingly to
firm and skilled treatment, it is also
forgiving and manageable for the less
skilled or the lazy driver. The steering is
beautifully precise, and f it doesn’t
transmat a great deal of lesl in gentier
mateng it does compensata with its
direct geanng and moderate weighting
There is little sign of the heavy,
understeary cumbersomeness that
afflicts many mid-engined cars through
tight, low speed comers. Equally,
there's little likelinood of provoking the

the wal, complasning that it locked up
its framt wheels prematurely and then
wwitched sideways. Perhaps it was a
freakizhly greasy surface, though,
Fince wie ware unable 1o reproduce the
problarm a1 the test track even under
defiberate provocaton. In the dry the
brakes are simply fabulous, celivenng
immensely powerful and fade-free re-
tardation throwgh a firm and progres-
sive pedal action

As a driving maching, then. the Mon-
dial i5 rarely found wanting. Just &s
important, however, is that with the
Maondial Ferrari have achieved a mea-
surg of practicality and useability that
makes it as pleasant to drive m the
daily urban grind as it is thnlling to dive
on a fast and winding country road.

Although abways firm, the suspen-
san's efficent dampeng and the low
levels — by exoucar standands — of
tyre rumnble and thurmp ensure that the
ride is never harsh of uncomfortable,
while at motorway speeds it smooihs
out beautifully. With a steering wheel
adjusteble for both reach and height,
the driving positon can be tailored 1o
suit most sizes and shapes of driver —
even our resident 6ft 4in beanpole
could find lithe 10 complain about
Altnough offset to the left, the pedals
arg wall sited in redation to each other
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— heal and toe gearchanges come
easily — with plenty of space around
them and a rest for your left foot.
Sensible shaping of the seats holds
you firmly in place despite their slip-
pery leather upholstery. Tha minor
switchgear is logical and convenienthy
located, and includes wuch-sensitive
electric switches 10 open the bonnet,
engine and boot lids. The instrumenta-
tion is comprehensive and clearly
marked, though the individual glass
covers do catch stray reflections and
our tallest tester found that part of the
tachometer was shrouded from wview

For a mid-engined car the Mondial is
exceptionally easy to see out of. With
plenty of glass there are no senous
blind spots, the wipers and lights are
excellent, and the two electrically
adjustable door mirrors give a panar-
amic wiew 1o the rear. Only in tight
SOBCeSs, whan you cannot easily posi-
tion the nose of the car, is special care
recpuired

As 8 two-sedter the Mondial i very
spacious, with ample front lagyroom
and headroom, a fair szed boot, and
the option of carrying further luggage
on the rear seats. Oddments space is
netl oved-generous however (though
the provision of a small cassette rack is
a mige touch) and for longer journays

the rear seats are only suitable for
children, It is possible 1o accommodate
a medium sized adult behind a similarly
proportioned driver, but only if he is
prepared to splay his knees either side
of the front seat backrest, Access to
the rear is facilitated by a tilt and slide
mechanism for the front seat

Perhaps it would be 100 much to ask
any [taban car to have an efficient and
versatile heating and ventilation sys-
term. The Mondial has air conditioning
as standard, which i5 fine when the
wepther outside 15 hot enough 1o wiar-
rent 1. Like most such systems,
mowever, il s unable 1o supply strali-
fied air — cool above and warm below
— and is only designad o mantain a
steady overall temperatung, In practics,
even that function proved beyond the
capabilites of the Mondial's system:
its output varied between 100 hot and
too cold in the cool autumnal weather
of our test, and it proved almost im-
possible o achéeve a happy medium,

Perhaps the system was in need of
adpsstmant. I 5o, it was the anly thing
war could find wrong with the test car's
fnish. We couldn’t fault the fit or qual-
ity of the intérior trim, the extemnal
paintwark was suparb, and the car
strecture was solid and squeak-free

That much, of course, 5 only as it




should be when wou aré paying
E£25.851 20 for amotor cas, Yet the plain
fact is that too many high-peced
explica are ffibs;llli‘:. Lempararnental,
scrappsly finished, difficult o difve in
traffic, hard 1o see out of, cramped and
impeactical, Fine far shorterm thalls,
a pain in the provertes in the long mn

Mot 50 tne Mondial Quattrovahiole
Wihen you're in the mood, it's as excit-

Instrument-
ation is
comprehen-
Sive and

ing to drive as any Ferran should be —
a% Ferrans abways have been. The dif-
ference with this Ferran, though, is that
if your mood changes, if traffic or road
conditions force a change of tempo,
the hondial is stll a friendly car in
wiwch 1o dive and to ride. When your
wskend in the country 15 over and
you'né back in the workaday routine,
that matters
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GEMERAL SPECIFICATION
ENGINE SUSPENSION
Cylinders Vee B Front Independent by doubbe
Capadity 282%ee (178.5 cu in) wishbones and  codl
Baore'stroke 1T (397280 1a) - Spdrinqx_ andi-rodl bor
Coalin Water ar Independent by doubla
H-Iuclle . Aluminium alloy wishbones and I-::lt;n-.il
Head Alurminium alloy springs; anti-roll bar
Valves Dohe, 4 per cylindar
Carm drive Toothed belts STEERING
Compression  9.2:1 Type Rack and girdon
Fuel system  Bosch K-Jatronic injec- | Assistance No
tian
Bearings 5 rrBin BRAKES
Max power 240 bhp (DN} at 7,000 Front H'Fntilabnd discs, 11.0 in
e dia
Max torque 152 b ft (DIN] ot 5,000 | Rear :cnl.ilimd discs, 11.8 in
m a
" Park Oln raar
I,
ircuit it frontirear
;ﬂsmmmﬁ-s d rranual et L
CiFeh dis o Adjustment  Autematic
ACtuation Hydraulse
Internial ratios and mph/ 1000 rpm mELmNm.ﬁ 180 TR 390
ey T Mot Tk doss
1?::1 ;gg‘;};q’? Pressures 33735 psi FR
st 3.419:15.3
Rav 32481 o
Final dri 20631 oy JZV, 85 AR
b e : Earth Negative
Ennu-:alnr g.;mmawr. BD Amp
usas
BODY CHASSIS Headlights
Construction  Tubular steel frame with gma 1R1|3=g|.u'}ngui?r retractable
steed,  pluminium  and ip 10k
alasz-fire body paneals miin 2300 rorad
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