


With the Mondial QV
David Vivian discovers
the words sublime,
Ferrari and affordable
can be whispered in
the same breath

y wife has a Ferran
gave to her abour |
after a trip to Mara
the classic design: siff lea
fob, embedded metal Ferrari
badge, plenty of pocket presence, a pub bar
god. It looks convincingly old and gnarled now,
scuffed and scratched by c

with... let me see... an ¢

and, more recently,

pretension,
I eouldn't
the keyring itw
one, | never believe enthusiasts who
have no desire to own a Ferrari. Unli
maybe, But no interest® T peop
counselling. T mean, Porsches are g
you can buy a beer-budger 924 and join the
club. Th es for owning a Ferrari arc
higher. It's highly strung, more emperamen-
tal, more labour intensive. If vou're lucky its
the car you've moved towarg yvour life.
In fact, luck has nothing to do it If vou have
enough money for a new %’uu\chal[ T — sy
J00-£20,000 - you can go out tomorrow
y lve V8 Ferrari with 240bhp, a
top sp F 146mph and a 0-100mph gme of
16.2 secs. Mo tricks, no conditions, I've just
driven one and it was great.
OFf course, some Ferraris have always been
rdable than others. Hard to believe,
bur there was a tme in the mid-"70s when the
Fthe 246 GT Dino slumped 0.
when they were selling
£10,000 bracker, Dinos had been




FACTFILE

Ferrari Mondial
EMGIMNE

2%26cc 31 valve dohc VB
Power: 2406hp ac 7000rpm
Torque: 191,71k fo at S000rpm
GEARBOX

five-speed manual
SUSPENSION

Front and rear: independent,
double withbones, coil springs,
ang-rofl bar
PERFORMAMNCE
0-80mph: 6.4 secs

Max speed: | 46mph

SIZE

Length: 4580mm Width:
1790mm Height: | 260mm
PRICES

Mew: £25851

Today: £20,000

On the move Mondial thrills, communicates and, best of all, Matters, immediately inspiring confidence
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Two major dials - speedo and rev counter

Mot the most powerful prancer, but the ambience and feel of the interior are full-on Ferrari

hoovered up l.1j|.r pl:up.nh: W
run 'rhi-

whu l.II'j{IL]'"Eﬂ d its high- |:1.n-|nn dl.
it recerved the Ll'j'lt ?I'l'“r Flid gl
| ]'Ll"m: W hn

them right. Thankfully, there were en I.'J'I.I.L‘-l..i"t.‘i
prepared to do at and who rescued many
from a premature appointment with the scrap
heap. The Dino slowly marured into the valu-
able classic it 15 today

The car that too
was the 308
Billed
the bad
Berone

dldn t come close,
good news for hltn‘]ﬂcr l'ﬂ*rr.m

uration suppressed th T' 5 pupulam}r and,
over the years, it depreciated 1o the point where
peaple never dreamed th own 2
Ferrari suddenly found one i i

, Weber carburened, qu: id—nm
"pin:r 205bhp at 7700rpm, all inde-
pendent suspension with unequal length
A-arms and coil springs and vented di
Even now, the G4 is still a popu
ame Ferrari. Its not as popular as it v
though, because its vastly more stylish and

, 'rh Mond ] has mc[!

pcrhap«' more than any tEnr:u;
rd it was to get the propordons

] rured here - and the
owner of those BMW-humbling performance
figures quoted earlier - + first Ferrari to
benefic from a new and i
Maranello, F1 derived) four-valves-per-cylin-
der layout. In conjunction with a compr
ratio increase from 8.8 to 9.2:1, QV lifte 1;]'L|1
3-litre VES power ﬂ‘rrﬂh.l-]-h!!j't.iL W]
240bhp 2t T000rpm, and torgue from
at 4600rpm to 1921b frat S000rpm. Tt v
shipped to the rear wheels v

imi ip differential.
:[:-uh]c: wishbones front

g on & mbular steel
thy st

first: the powertrain
assermnbled on a s ;

Although it doesn’t look it, the Mon
prety h!q; Measured against the mainstream
meeal it was ha ing o share the rarmac with
back in the early "80s, it wasan inch longer and
two inches wider than an Austin Ambassador
and weighed about 1500lb more than a Ford
Granada 2.8, This bulk made the 214bhp 16
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irpm. It’s mellow ar idle, scalp-tingling
at full chat, compellingly musical in between.
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Body motions are w lamy
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Knobs overshadowed by trademark gate
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You can squecs
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