o Ferrari Mondial Cabriolet 3.2

ELEGANCE

IN MOTION

Stepping out in style

BY TOMNY SWAN
PHOTOS BY JOHN LAMM

M THE COURSE OF monitonng the slow hut positive
evolution of the Ferrar Mondil over the past sev-
CIN YEArs, wevie found ourselves moved I:n, fwinges
of 1'-ﬂ'||‘|-lll'n for Nuccio Bertone more than once.

Yes, the Mondial is and has been a Pininfarina

Project snce s imception,

However, the unenviable job of creating the fiess
mid-engine 2+ 1 GT for Ferran was assigned 1o Signor Ber-
fone and stall, not Pininfaring. 1t was the fiest time since
1953 that a production Ferrani product {as distinct from a
production Ferrun—the Bertone-designed car came to mar-
ket initially as an extension of the Dino series) appeared
weanng semething other than the Fininfaring badge.

Why this occurmed is still a subject for debate among For-
rarisil sipping geapea atthe end of a long evening. Some say
it was pressure from Fiat, some say Pininfasing was booked

In any case, Flrl'.'HLI'IlIfl.j with a '|I.L|| |'|:|2|"| ||1|[5i._'-1¢.||'|l|.. st ol
p;lnmﬂ-:n Bertone and Clo strove mq__lmi} and mehreved
much. Suarting with a shighily wadened and elongated 246
Dino chassis—emphasis on the slightlv—the Bernone car
emerged as a striking, aggressive little wedge that was,
some. a welcome CORIEMpOrary Break Grom the tradsttonal
curves and Auidity of the Pininfanns shapes

In addition to the accommodation, however temporary,
of four passengers, Berlone's challenge alse included find-
ing space for a new d<am 3.0-liter ¥0-degree V-8 engine.
The result was the Dino 308G T4, a designation later grudg-
ingly changed to include the word Ferrari in an attempt o
stimulane slugeish LS, sales.

Introstuced a1 the Pans show in 1973, the new 242 was
an able road performer, had encugh horsepower (2500 at
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7700 rpm ) 1o provide good acceleration |, . . and drew fire
feom critics from the moment it was unveiled, [y was spd
that Enzo Ferran disliked it Mrom the first, a dislike that
certainly musi have hardened into permanence when sle
were ol Tt was also said that Mr Ferran swore he'd never
contract for another design from Bertone, and 1o Jate th
has been the case,

f"n.!lhuuf_:h the 3UBGTH soldiered on For nearly seven
veuurs, with more than 3000 cars produced, it was an orphan
all the way, Thus, when Pininfanna was called in for ths
nexl generation 242, the job took on the coloration of
rescue mission, and o virtual no=lose samwation 0 the har-
gain. [1's hard 1o conceive of the Pininfarina stylists having
i hetter client climate.

As a result when the GT4S's replacement bowed at Ge-
neva in 1980, it was hailed as an elegant and intefligen
solution 10 the 2+ 2 problem. Pininfarina was allowed w
stretoh the whieelbaze 100 mm and rase the rool 4 mm, and
there’s no guestion that this -.r._.m:-.j MICE oCUpani space
However, if the GTd's use asa 2+ 2 required rear-seal pas-
sengers who were very close friiends and the Mondial's rea
seating reguired only that those same two passengers be
e r-:l_'r congenial, Barly cars required that those passenger
woitld he best accommodated I!hd.::.' haad the bazee dimen-
sions of children aged 12 years or less,

While the Mondial & ralionalized the 2+ 2% styling wi
the rest of the all-Piminlanna 308 series, "Lth"Hl:“"r..i
sice venls nuhrnh'ﬂdndmg. it was nevertheless a disap
pointment in terms of performance. Handling, abetied &
trademark Ferran virtues like high chasss I'I:,Idli_‘_.' and stor
dy double A-arms at all Tour comers, was excellent. Th
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was alsp due 0 some mieasyre o the sirefch e wheelhase,
Rait G-n0-mph-acceteration wits quite anofer magier. With
a ciurly weight that was almost 00 b higher than e 308
and -ungm-: autput r:gu]al:d diwm 1oLk E- |_'|-||lpul-|:rd' 045
blvp, the Mondial tested by Rogd & Fraek in November of
198 | took 9.4 seconds 1o hit 60 mphiand | 7-plus seconds:
for the quarter mile. ¥

The way this ransluted in real-world terms was that the
_WWpﬁmwkclhigbwﬂlﬁtlﬂﬂ Camaro could ah-

polutely snaeke your 370,000 exotic. Although the Fermn

prodiet plann:ﬂ had hioped that buyers inie restedinn 242

wouldn't be quile =0 keen on nec " appang acockeration,

this was clearfy unacceptable. Our 197 1 road test drew par-

allels with the Type 44 Bugatti, often refered w0 as the
“Molsheim Buick,” and editors wondered if thss would be
“ithe Modena Olds.™

Such commients guickly galvanized Ferrari into remedial
activity. which mamfested msell as more valves—eight more
mntake, ¢cight more exhaust—maore power (2 M) at GE cpm)
and, miracle of miracles, atmost 100 b fesy curh weight
Adthongi the Mondial still scaled in 373 [h heavier than the
HEE, 60 tumbled toa thoroughly acceptable 7.6 sec, and
the yuarter ivile s g muatter 'of 1o sec Hut

More impostant, from g markeking f,lrm ol wew, Wik
inather development that would make the Mondial quicker
Ei‘l"lhﬂ shiowroom foor as well os at the test track: the frst

roaduction cabrio ssued by Ferrari singe the Seventus. The

uitifully executed cabriolet gave the Mondul & special
identity it had needed all along.

'l!.fhu! could make the Mondial even mord interssting?
“'i:u!" a.jiul: e hnn-apuw;-r HEver seems o hur, 5o when
ﬁum wsed a displicement merease as one of the spang-
hoards for the new 328 fast vear, the Mondial came along
for the ride. By I;:{Punde_ both bore {by 2.0 mm) and
strake (by 2.6 mm j.and rising the compression rato (from

56 w0 9.2:1 1 the 4cam aluminum V-8 guined o healthy
an hh.p'r_ This warks autto | Bomepower foreach additional
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vs been the raison &8s fod
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e, additi
51'|1[|1'.'|L|..]|‘|'.‘ 1
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i performance, Moreover,
o temng 15 fimm, as befitsa
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of other I'_H\'I:’I“Lnl |I|hL|-I.IiJ.rIIIL“1 And this in furn meins
thal rde qunll:l"n. 2 "11||d loralsl.a Fr.ll'l.ll..lﬂ:lﬂ" T At
roansrdération For o car I.IE"'.IbI'II i b €AY o pas: ST PETS,
however briefly,

As with past editions, the Mol |1r:"-.||1lr|" il s
m-!uhiu.:.l-hlﬂ wprlersieer, ]‘Il'l'..'rl: Mot man i

plu',hl 15 "~|.-I'|'I'F'=]='l'l'll.!l|. 1]3-' precise rac k-und- P
something that ‘could not be said of the nﬂ;_.m-:u] WETEION
Ferzari has decreased the size of the front foorprint, from
240 to 220, which reduces the previously Bometric steer
effort without compromising overall adhesion or braking
Bruking is another aspect of the Mondial's performance
that has 1:-1:;11 right from the start and thus reodins: un-
changed. The 1 l.-i sim.ovented disess 0.7 an. larger than the

328 10 handle the Mondial™s extm weight, do an exceflent
Jotof hauling the car down b
maore savaze wse than a

il .Jruj reieire mch
£i i paellic
e | !‘|I|‘.|I ||f I.|.|.1|. ]-Lqul-"l il




model ), but we're willing to bet this resstance will end be-
fore long. if not as an admission of the eMicacy of anti-lock
braking then surely as a response to widespread ABS appli-
callons among competitors.

Inside. the Mondial presents a by-now familiar aspect,
including the solid thunk that goes with closang the door,
Howewver, not all this familiarity is quite so endearing. The
intruston of the front wheel wells inte pussenger fool space,
for example, continues to be imitating, particulardy on long-
et drives, although it doesn’ interfere with funchion in any
wiy: the king-size pedals are perfiectly laid out for the fun of
hecl-und-toeing. something that's heen true of virtually ev-
ery Ferrar in our experience.

“The sterdy shifter, jutting up from the chrome-plated
_|.1l.=|.'-.. of the customany Feirari gate, is well located and ¢n-
gagement is positive, but the action continues to be a bit
more of o wrestling match than we enjoy. Although the car
still generates good acceleration numbens despite this resis-
tance to quick shifts. there’s no reason for the action fo be
as deliberate os 1t 15,

We've commented on the rather random placement of
the Mondial’s vanows control switches in the past, and so
we'll confine ourselves here 1o observing that there's no rea-
son the glovebox couldn’t have a manuwal release, as well as
the current remote, Prege! Grazie! The combination of the
dash cowling shape and gauge placement obscures the up-
prer P:_}rl:i_nn;. of 1the MEFOr LAALFUmenLs, which is critical in
the case of the tach. And those graceful fiying Copillars still
penalize the driver’s view 10 the rear quarters, particularly
in the cabno.

On the oiher hand. there were other Mondial intenor
traits we were only too glad to revisit. The leather-clad seat-
ing not only prmtdu comforn and support in equal mea-
ayiie, bt alen lends a marvelows ollac oy renfarceEment to
the sense of self-indulgence that poes with driving this car.
Sirnilarly, the thick section of the leather-wrapped Momo
steering wheel provides just the right tactile sensation, a
LETISE |,':|| contaci with ;.-.1m-;'|;h||:|u that 15 conside r“.l.hl:-. Mcre
than a convevance for looking smart at the country club.

Finally. there’s the sound af all that well organized ma-

Driving Impressions: HILL

REMEMRBER RACTNG @
Ferran Mondial only
once, and that was at
Torrey Pines, Cali-
fomiain 1955, These
were the 2.0-Her d-cvlin-
der sports cars, the litile
brothers 1o the Monzas.
which | raced many times.
The Mondinlz and Monzas
WETE e {']‘HIUEII cars, and
the enmne they used had
guite a  heritage in the suc-
cessful 2.0Hiter 4-cylinder
Ferrurms that Alherio Ascar
used to win the World
Driving Championship in
1952 and 1953,
Personally, however, |
wis never oo excited by
any of the Fermr d4-cylin-

der moe cars, As | said, they
were nice machines, but
they didn’t have that one
component | Felt was soim-
portant for & Ferrari in the
mid-Fiftizs: a ¥-12 engine.

Today's touring Maon-
dials don’t have 12 cylin-
ders gither, bul they do
share the 3.2-lwer V-8 with
the 328 sports car. | must
say thut in the earlier ver-
sions of these cars. the
power wis somewhal disap-
pointing. Fermn had given
the engine an uncharacter-
istically broad torgue band.
and to me it simply wasn'i &
gratifying engine [0 use.
With the increase o 3.2 h-
ters, it feels as though Fer-

mr not only has kept the
advantages of a broader
torgue curve, but also has
dong other things 1o give a
more Ferran-like character
to the V-8, Mow you can get
the payofl one receives
when reully working witha
Fermn engine and gearhox.
Read my comments on the
Testarossa 1o wnderstand
the fun in wsing a Ferran
engine tuned in the same
way as the flat-12

One ligtle thing that
bothers me about the cir-
rent Mondial's drivetrain is
the gearbox. Ferrari trans-
missions have always been
among the best, buf the cur-
rent 328Mondial versons
tend 10 be rather notchy
when they are new or when
first wsed in cold weather
Oince warmed wp. they im-
prove considerably, but
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they still require many
miles before becoming
thoroughly plensant, As in
the case of all the current
models, they are operated
through a levely sloted
gate that is as effective as it
1% I=.|:_:-:1|.J.-||::Iv|'|L'||:'|E

| appreciate the many
problems Fininlarina had
trying o (it a duwe piii due
layout within & mid-engine
layout, but | must admit 1
have trouble with the Mon-
dial’s appearance, Though
all the elements that goinlo
the design are obviously
Ferrari, by the ime they are
spread out over the long
wheelbase, the resilt fooks
somewhat contrived. For
me it"s the odd non-Ferrari
propoenions of the car. with
1% very short frontand rear
overhang, that are most
bothersome.




And my feelings about
this 2+2 I"I‘1I‘-"|'I| ie-.._ ditfzr-
ent if itweren't for the prss
cnce of the 4121, which 1
think is terrific. On the
pther hand, you'd have o
g b0 the grav market 1o get
a 421 1@ I|:n.. .S, and
visu'd probably have 1w in-
vest 515,000 above the Eu-
ropean purchase price be-
fore it was ready for the
sirect here.

And we can’t forget that
the Mondial is available as
a converiible. Californians
appreciale what it means to
be able to drop the Iid of a
nice autoanobale on a warm
day and take the family for
a drive along the beach or
through the canyons.

It would be o smooth
ride, especially for o ma-
chine that’s both red and
lalian. That ride comfort is

perhaps the most pleasant
thing about the Mondial.
but second has to be the
way it drives. [Us a very
smooth machine, comfior-
able on road or track
I“tilrldtil'l£ of the Maondial
13 E'v:1.:re|||.:1'|!. I|1|.:-|,.|g|| sl I|1n.:
sort one describes in the
spme terms as thai of the
Testarcssa or GTO. IU's not
that type of automobile.
Granted, there is some evi-
dent roll; and some drivers
might even think it un-Fer-
rart-like. That isn’l neces-
sarily true al all. As in
the past, €vén race curs
from Mamnelio have been
known to have a consider-
able amuunt of roll. They
might have been stilf'in the
".'-d"- they reacted 1o bumps,
bt lh|:1. leaned in furns.
With modern design and
development, cars like the

Maondial prove com fort-
able miol |.:-|1'|':.' in roll, bul
afzo in their reaction 1o
road imperfections.

It would be Tun o com-
pare an original Mondial
race car—iwa seals, no
‘L'l\."IIIr.III |'\-|—'¢'|-L!|'l a curreml
MMaondisl—Tour seals, ar
l:'\-'ll'li.J]l'Il.!'I'I'IFIg. siares—as
means ol measuring pro-
press. ['m ot certain how
relevant the test would be.
but driving a couple of
open Ferraris is always a
i._'ull.*d excuse 10 have fin.

Thinking about that the-
oretical test, the one waord
'm certan sould continue
for return in describing the

Mondisl =" plewsant.” Mot
a very fiery word for a Fer-
rari. perhaps, but not every-
Qe 'Ilhil WANS Lo OW T O
these days has the compul-
sion 1o drive it as hard as
soime of ws do, Mothing
wrang wilh thal

| da have to wonder
ahout one thing: Now Fer-
rur has named production
mosdels after such famous
racing cars as the Mondial,
the Testa Rossa, the (GTO
and, soon. the LM, When
will it :|£,:1i|| |||-.I|Jt|-;.'l_" Wi~
Mg SPOrLs FRCIfg Cirs, so
there will be new names (o
wae on Tuiure production
cars'—Fil Hidl
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=2  ROADTEST
— FERRARI MONDIAL
5 CABRIOLET 3.2
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SALE 1 T e OESEENES
DREAMLET 0L L]

FRICE

List prica, ad FOE .. : L ETE M

Prce 25 tasied Ty £7E 100
Frice ac [ecried inchudes sl equip. |eir mrd akcl
wendow bfils, chect. ad). mimors)

IMPORTER
Ferrar Morlh Amenca, 777 Terrace dve, Hasbrouck
Hespghts, hJ (7G04

GENERAL
Cuch meight, I8
Tastwaight ... B
'h'uﬂ-ld:n;mm ﬂ':.'m'- "r '-'In.
‘Whesihase, in
Trach. Eoalirear ...

Ling..

Grmnddm:m

Trunk space, ca i, - |
Foslcepaey .S.gal ...,

EMGIME
Tape.. SR 0T
Brew s 5In;54-:g II'||'ITI'I1 AT DS0EYD ke TLR
Displacamesl Sumbed....................... 1433185
Compresson rabn L
Bhod@pm SAEmL....... ... .Z60@T0C0
Torque i pm, Ib-H . H5 g 550
Fuslinjeclon . ..........ccoocon i, B:Gl}'-F-MI'I:H'l:
Fusl requinemest ... .- erieaded, 81-pump ocl
Eshgust-emesan l.'l-ﬂ""":‘ ﬂ.lﬂl'l'ﬂ'* 3hi'|l ralplyst

wih copien SENSOL & ingeciion

DRIVETRAIN
Trensmssian . ... R 1T, [T
Gear rafios: Shil EIE| U 3Te
A |124] P N P 7 | o
BT B i dbensonress Y
na el Ak e P LETRILLL 6~ o
1+ A N H P e - ). [ |
Fingl drive rain

INSTRUMENTATION

Instumente: [El-mph speadometer, 10,000rpm tach,
ol prass., coctam mp, ol temp, el lews|

CHARS=S & BODY

Lagoud ................... |T&REwErss mid - enginairear drive

Hndyframa .. stoeiiubular shesl

Brake spstem ... 1940, vanted thecs front & rear;
wacuum asssiad

Whesal . :ast iy, 190 TR 380

[  Michelia TAX: 2EEVA-150 froni,
240155VR. 350 reer

E11 - 1T R - 4.1 1) 1 )
Owergllrgta ... ... ] .na
Tugrres, boil-Bocdack _.. .ol A S
Tumingencha, ft.. ... B T

Froni suspension: mmua]-a‘a_]lh.lu :'nL o Sphms,
e shncks, anil-nd har

Fagr suspeminn: usesusl krgih A-amma, ool aonngs.
nihe sancks. gnii-ml har

ACCOMMODATION
Seating capacihe PArsenE e B4 D
Head noom, 0T, . AR TR
Seatwadis, i ..., R AR T
Siathack adustment 888, ..o 4G

CALCULATED DATA
Lty flest waight] ... TR L e
Kph'8 000 rpm {56 gaar'l _—
Ergine e [BEap] .. o
Pirton brasel, Himi

ROAD TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION
Tima 3o distanca, 530
11 11 e L. 1 |
0-500H TR . .
I=-T320m | .................162
Epeed a1 e ol % mi, mph a5
Timea toapeed, 52
B LT Pe
&0 mph 1
11, PR |
O-100mph .. .............c.......T72

SPEEDS 1IN GEARS
Maxmus enging speed, rpm ... TTOE
ath gaar {rpre} msh (1550} Has
h . o [
i {10} B
. SRR ISP (1] -
.t i T} &

FUEL ECONOMY

Kumal driving, mgg ... A dE0
Crutsing range, mifd-gal. regy ... 280

HAMNDLIMNG
Literal ecel, 1001t redius g .0
Seeed thoy T00-R slalom, mph

BEAKES
Minimum Stopping distances, ft
FromB0mol ..o 151
Fioen B0 mph e 5]
Gmlrulnp-iunsmp. NSNS - ||
Pedsl el lor 0.5 siog, Ib 4
Fads: paman increass i padal eliort o
neirnilan 0 5g decleration i § :.‘q;l:
from B mph .. -y
Oweral braker aLn; gpl;u'

INTERIDER NOISE
Il iy futral, dBA
auimum, Tslgear ...
Coestan 30 mph ;
[1- 1T TR AR S R e




