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FERRARI FEAST

Ferrari Mondial

Is there life after rip and snort?

BY PATRICK BEDARD

e It must be hell trying to design new
Ferraris. Over the vears the legend has
thickened, becoming a Jell-O inhibiting
every stroke of the pen, every flight of
the imagination. How can a new model
live up to expectations? Too many
twelve-cylinders have shrieked down the
autostrada pumping too much adrenalin
along the way. Too many road testers
have fired too many salvos of hyperbo-
le. For years we car critics have re-
viewed the world’s finest sporting cars,
pronounced them nice, even exciting,
but not Ferraris. Ferrari was always atop
the pedestal, and that pedestal was al-
ways being jacked up a bit each year.
Now the altitude is such that even new
Ferraris can’t measure up. A Ferrari
owner of our acquaintance drove the
Mondial 8 a few miles and judged it
nice, but definitely not a Ferrari.

So how are we to decide the truth of
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this latest product of Maranello—by
measuring its stifled snorts and screams
against the legend (in which case it will
inevitably fall short) or by holding it up
to the sporting requirements of the
Eighties? Were it of any other brand, we

would unhesitatingly do the latter. But.

with a Ferrari, the legend always lurks.
Perhaps, by starting with the basics,
some appropriate yardstick may evolve.

The Mondial 8 is a transverse V-8
mid-engined coupe with an upholstered
section m back that appears to be a rear
seat. So you would expect this to be a
two-plus-two. And you would be wrong.
Ferrari has built models in the past offi-
cially designated two-plus-twos, and
they always had sufficient leg and head
room back there to accommodate the
occasional occupant of adult dimen-
sions, but only Venus de Milos need ap-
ply for the rear compartment of this car.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON KILEY

Such a configuration has precedent in
the 308GT4 that was discontinued two
years ago, so the Mondial 8 must be ac-
cepted as consistent with past Ferrari
practice. Still, it is a dumb way to build a
car—okay in a hatchback where the
trunk space can be extended forward by
folding the seats, but essentially useless
in a mid-engined design.

The Mondial 8 is also a rather unat-
tractive lump. Pininfarina is known for
soft shapes that approach the zaftig, but
this one just came out vague. Except in
the side view, that is, where air-intake
grilles the size of storm sewers ruin
even the fundamental blandness. Apart
from the Lusso Berlinetta, the 1964
GTO, and the current 308s, Ferraris
have always looked sort of efilhh—and
the Mondial 8 continues the tradition.
We therefore cannot deny its Ferrari-
hood on this count either.
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But what about the way it drives? Ob-
Jjectively, Ferraris have alwavs been a
pain in the butt i this regard, a quality
appreciated only by those who thought
the very definition of a man’s car was
that nobody else could even get it out of
the driveway. Ferraris have heen uni-
[ormly balky of shilt. still of clutch, and
hard of steering for as long as anybody
can remember. Here the Mondial 8 may
not be a true-red Ferrari. Your sister
could drive it. The steering is not bad,
the brakes no sweat, the clutch so grad-
ual in action that nobody would ever kill
the engine and so moderate in effort
that there should be no complaints. The
five-speed shifter is still genuine Fer-
rari, however—maybe not quite as hard
to stir as some past models, but a pure-
bred for notchiness. No other brand has
$0 many traps in the pattern waiting to
catch the lever.

But maybe i’s tme to stop beating
around the bush. People buy Ferraris
neither for the mazelike qualities of the
shifter nor for the hospitality of the back
seal. Instead, they seck the essential
prancing-horse rip and snort, and if the
Mondial 8 can delver that, no question,
1U's a Ferrari.

Here we may be in trouble. The rip 1s
subdued—a velvet purr, more song than
shriek, that sweetly changes pitch as the
engine climbs through its broad rev
range. It’s a splendid sound, but it
soothes rather than incites to riot.
That’s not very Ferrari.

And, sadly, there is no snort whatso-
ever. The Mondial 8 will barely get out
of its own way, or, more correctly, out
of the way of other Ferraris. It's the
slowest one in memory. Weight is large-
ly the cause. The Mondial 8 shares the
same Bosch K-Jetronic—injected three-
liter V-8 with the G'I'Bi and GTSi, but
the car weighs in at 3560 pounds, 280
more than the GTBi that we tested in
October 1980. This extra mass burdens
it down to the point of being dog meat
Tor the turbocharged Porsche 924 and

AT
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Datsun 280-ZX. A Ferrari that slow is
certamnly an enigma and mavbe even a
contradiction in terms.

It’s not much fun to drive either. The
Mondial 8 doesn’t make you giggle,
doesn’t goad you mto trying some fool-
ish [eats of antigravity. Instead, it sug-
gests serious grand-touring transporta-
tion. It whispers, “C’mon, let’s head for
the coast.” And iU's not kidding. You
could go anywhere in this car; it
wouldn’t fry your nerves in the manner
of past Ferraris. No zingy noises, no
jouncy ride, no hang-onto-the-wheel-
with-both-hands-lest-it-gel-away-from-
vou feeling. Just get in and go. How
much more un-Ferrari could it be?

You may think. since the Mondial’s
back seat 1s worthless, that it ends up
merely a slower and uglier GTBIL. Actu-
ally, the two arc much different. The
GTBi is a full-time sportster. IUll never
NOVEMBER 1981
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Pirslll P3
SEZE COST FET
1455R12 $37.51 $1.06
1555R12 43.64 122
145SR13 3887 1.18
1558R13 4567 1.27
1655R13  49.78 157
1755R13 5183 174
1655R14 55.24  1.62
1755R14 56.60 186
1855R14 60.02 216
1558R15 5115 150
1655R1s  57.97 175
SIZE FET.
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1 29 1 1. 70/13- 6630 2
e s A BTORIADRIDM- 1291 262
185/708R13 75.03 1.61 215/70R/14-ERT0/4- 76.16  2.70
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P225/60B14 E-14 5595 2.36
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275/55VR15 294.00 3.00

Pirelli CK12
FET.
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J=es

RAD.MLS g 4

Zl. W'HE ELS

VAL ABLE B WINTICWALL SAIL 220/55R300 AND BLAGKMALL

255/60VR15 179.36 3.04 - =
Prices Effective

Through Nov. 1, 1981.

Pirelll CH36
SEE COST FE T
# 18570HR13  $30.02 §1.7
205/70HR14 11457 2 5?
17570HR1S 8320 198

GET GOING.GET VALUE.
GET MICHELIN!

RADML("

MICHELIN TRX

mum
'wmﬁc’;n
- quat ll

SICE 19906390 § R SELECTED DIMESTIC & MPOATLD CAsts:

WHEELS PURCHASED WITH TIRES,
MOUNTED FREE

Send $4.00 For OQur Foxy Cover
Girl Poster postage prepaid.

Signature
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Sendszf0lorQuiNew 1981 | wSiots 19600 262 19704 4708 18514 5955 228 @ P2OSTIRIS
09 1957015 14594 282 19571 155-15  4B.11 166 (Cad. ‘White) 79.76 2.62
Parts, Tires, Wheels 20570-15 15554 293 2050-14 96, 16515 53.28 181 P2I575R15  80.61 3.0
$4.00 outside Continental U.S. | 2157045 16095 3.07 1757015 83.26 18515  73.03 239 P225//5R15 8385 2.98
All Mail to DISCOUNT PARTS & TIRES, | Al Tire Prices Plus FE.T.
Z For Info. or Phone Orders Call (502) 491-2400
P.0. Box 43278, Middletown, Ky. 40243
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pects Engine Size Power Steering ____.
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MONDIAL

let vou forget. Its roof presses down
against your forehead, the door against
your elbow, the console against your
thigh—it’s tight. And noisy. And de-
manding. The Mondial, in contrast, is
relatively roomy. The front wheel arch
takes a bite out of the spot the driver
would like to have for his lelt leg, but
that’s the only encroachment.

The Mondial is also more relaxing. It
doesn’t have the low cowl of the GTBi
(or the old GTH4), so vou can’t sec the
road streaming directly under the nose.
You are forced to take a longer view,
and that’s less dynamic, less stimulating.
The suspension doesn’t batter you ei-
ther. The Michelin TRX tires are nota-
bly resilient, and the shocks have been
calibrated to merely damp ride motions
rather than prevent them. Except for
some expansion-joint kawop, the ride is
very pleasant. Nor does the Mondial
make you keep vour guard up. It
doesn’t kick back through the steering
like the 308s. You may have noticed that
the Mondial’s wheels have an uncom-
mon amount of “mset” to reduce the
scrub radius. This is a new idea at Fer-
rari, and it takes much of the twitch out
of the steering.

You add all of this up—the twitchless
steering, the elbowroom, the friendly (if
not quiet) acoustics, the low-effort con-
trols, the avilized ride—and you find a
pretty nice sports ‘car, not a Ferrari in
the traditional sense, but not bad either.
The real question at this point is, Are
there enough drivers in the Eighties
who would buy a real Ferrari if it were
available? It’s easy for all of us sitting
around wundenng how we're going to
cover the next Visa-card bill to say yes.
But those who make their livings in the
car business have noticed that by far the
majority of those with resources to buy
a Ferrari go for a Mercedes 450SL or
SLC instead. Fiat, which now pulls the
strings at Ferrari, is in the business of
making money (or at least of trying to),
and it’s very tempting to dilute the Fer-
rari rip and snort in favor of some prov-
en-in-the-market M-B civilization. We
even hear oblique references in that di-
rection from Fiat of North America,
which imports Ferrari,

It sounds sacrilegious. Be assured
that the Mondial is still a whole lot more
Ferran than it is Mercedes, but at the
same time there is a conspicuous drift
away from the joyfully mechanical per-
sona that made up the traditional Fer-
rari, It shows up particularly in the use
of electronics and electrics—maybe we
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® J1at’s nfluence on Ferrari hasn’t pro-
duced a wealth of horsepower as vet, but
the relationship has at least borne a few
practical improvements. Every Ferrari
body is now dipped in an electrophoretic
rustproofing solution. Zincrometal is

the coachwork for corrosion resistance.
For a final layer of protection, every car 1s
undercoated with abrasion-resistant PVC.

Access to Fiat's engineering resources
has encouraged the use of ribbed and
boxed steel stampings in the body struc-
ture, although the basic construction is
still a relatively crude steel-tubing skele-
ton fleshed out with panels of steel, alu-
minum, and fiberglass. Electronics, at
long last, have also penetrated the Ferrari
works: Marelli Digiplex ignition 1s stan-
dard equipment, providing eight different
spark-advance curves to better suit the
needs of the double-overhead-cam V-8
engine, with the added advantage of prac-
tically no mamtenance. The Mondial also
introduces an electronic “‘check control
monitor’’ that scrutinizes various liquid
levels and lighting systems for proper op-
eration every time the engine is fired up.
An inductive pickup in the transaxle gen-
crates an electrical signal that drives the
Mondial’s spcedometer. Finally, the in-

used 1n particularly vulnerable areas of

strument panel boasts a combination
electronic stopwatch and clock.

The Mondial’s gift to the world’s high-
est-paid mechanics is a new system
whereby the whole engine, transaxle, and
rear suspension can be removed as a unit
for more convenient (major) service or
repair. A subframe assembly carries the
whole power pack, and after approxi-
mately 40 hoses, linkages, shields, and
electrical cables are disconnected, the re-
moval of six more nuts and bolts will per-
mit the subframe to be detached from the
Mondial and wheeled off on a dolly for
ready access to problem areas. This of
course assumes your local mechanic sees
fit to purchase the dolly through the Fiat/
Eerrari service system. —Don Sherman

1755 SPORTS CARS

You Can Byild from Kits

Giant Buyers Euidel
192 Pages, 600 thnsl

For less than the price of an I
ordinary compact car, you can
own a full-size antique, classic
or BT sports car. Giant all-new I
1981-82 Kit Car Buyers Guide
reveals over 175 exciting
replicas you can assemble at
home including Porsche, Cobra,
Pantera, MG, Ferrari, Jaguar,
Mercedes, T-Bird and more. . I
- - dozens you've never even Seen.
See e All the models/manufacturers = In-depth articles
* Reviews e Specs  How-to info e Front, Rear and Mid-
Engine Power e 40 MPG VWs e Sizzling V8s e Electrics
(Also available, Kit Car Monthly, features hundreds of used kit
car bargains and new Kit announcements, sixteen value-packed
pages monthly.) Order both—almost everyone does! l
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D Department CDK1 01§15 (Foreian—us i) i

Wilmington, DE 19899 [ kit car Monthly $11/year I
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Master Charge or Visa REQUIRED!
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FINALLY,

A BETTERWAY
TO MOUNT YOUR
RADAR DETECTOR.

No more hassels with visor clips or
fabric strips. Now your detector and
bracket can be installed or removed
in seconds, leaving no invitations
behind for would-be thieves.

Proven suction-cup design of black,
brushed aluminum fits Escort,
Fuzzbuster, Super Fox and Whistler
Q1000.

Just $14.95 postpaid. Send order to:
V. Polak, Inc., 2239B N.W. Raleigh
St., Portland, OR 97210. s
Or call (503) 295-0733. o [~
Moneyback guarantee.

PATENT PENDING
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DATSUN
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HONDA .
CAPRI'VW

Broadway, Santa Monica, CA 90404

City i - State S Zin
I DATSUN-TOYOTA—HONDA [ PINTO-CAPRI
[ VW BUG-RABBIT-SCIROCCO
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should call it electricks—in the interior.
Somebody decided that remote trunk
releases are nifty, so the Mondial has an
array of solenoid buttons on the dash to
open the front hood, the engine cover,
the trunk, and even the gas-filler door.
This is harmless fun, but it gets a bit
silly when applied to the glove box, the
door of which is neatly devoid of any
latch—the effect is spoiled by a big
black button poking out below the dash
that remotely releases the door from a
full six inches away. The ““computer”
early-warning system, which tells of
trouble with figuido raffredd. or lavacrisial-
o or any of eight other possible men-
aces, 1s similarly misguided, because the
signal lights are on the tunnel down by
your hip, where you'd never see them
until the problem became apparent any-
way. These gimmicks are certamnly typi-
cal of cars of the Eighties. Maybe we
should even be reassured that Ferrari is
less adept at them than other automak-
ers; maybe this is proof that Ferrari has
not wholeheartedly embraced electricks.
In any case, Ferrari spokesmen antici-
' pate some redesign of the interior be-
fore full-scale production begins for
American models. The console will be
less conspicuously plastic, the air-condi-
tioning controls below the dash will be
relocated, and the brow over the instru-
ment cluster will be reangled. This lat-
ter will be a mixed blessing. Right now
it is both flat and level, the perfect place
to clamp your radar detector. But the
semigloss vinyl surface also reflects a
shiny spot onto the windshield right
where you're supposed to be looking at
the road, so some alteration would be
appreciated.
But enough of this minutia. Return-

ing to the original question, is the Mon- |

dial 8 truly a Ferrari? We say ves, albeit
the most democratic one ever built.
Anyone with the price of admission can
drive it. Maybe that’s. not the way Fer-
rari cars were built in the past, but this
1s the Eighties and things are different.
For one thing, people aren’t buying
anachronisms. ®
NOVEMBER 1981

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVERS

When you're ready to move up to the year-
round luxury and practicality of 100%
natural sheepskin seat covers there are
several important features to look for:
1. QUALITY We import only the finest
natural sheep pelts available on the
world market. Using the most ad-
vanced tanning process, each natur-
ally soil-repellent sheepskin is
turned into an easy care marvel that
can even be washed! Our
non-shedding seat covers
won't shrink or stretch,
and stay soft and pliable
for years.

2. CONSTRUCTION Since
use only the prime of each”
our covers have fewer pieces aj
makes them stronger and more durable. All edges ™
are beautifully bound with elastic for a snug, cus-
tom fit that won’t wrinkle or bunch up.

3. SELECTIOM Our 1” Royal Mouton covers are avail-
able in 12 lustrous colors. Full-fitted highback

styles come with your choice of black or brown

vinyl back.

4, SIZES AND STYLES We take pride in being able to
fit just about any make or model of automobile,

truck, RV. Styles come in %" shearling or 1” deluxe
Royal Mouton.

5. DEPENDABILITY AND VALUE During the last 8
years, we've established the state of the art in
luxurious, affordable sheepskin seat covers. We
stand behind every one with our full 30-day money
back guarantee.

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG:

Dept. CD/3060 Kerner Blvd.,

San Rafael, CA 94901 415/457-7180
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS:

L.A.: 15800 Hawthorne Blvd.,
Lawndale, CA 213/371-1218

S.F.: 3060 Kerner Blvd.,,

San Rafael, CA 415/457-7180

OVER $20

© 1981 Giftmaster Corporation i

The Best CB You Never Installed.

The “‘Help!** portable CB by General
Electric. Simply plug it into your cigarette
lighter and place the magnetic antenna on your
roof. That's all there is to it. Now you're ready
to broadcast on a full power 40 channel CB
radio. This quality CB features built-in con-
denser microphone and fits
comfortably in your hand fo
2 way operation.

Invaluable in an emergency or just to be
tuned into traffic or weather conditions. The en-
tire unit fits into a sturdy, compact case to tuck
safely away under your seat or in your trunk.
Forget the manufacturer's suggested list price
of $115.95 and SAVE OVER $20 with this special
offer. Only $95.90 from Giftmaster. 30day
money-back guarantee. Orders* received by
Dec. 11 will be shipped by Dec. 15 in time for
Christmas. *Personal checks must allow up to
4 weeks.

GIFTIMASTER

Corporation
2575 Chantilly Dr., N.E. Atlanta, GA. 30324

For immediate processing of credit card orders
CALL TOLL-FREE 800-323-1717 Ext. 59
In lllinois call 800-942-8881 Ext. 59

30 DAY FREE TRIAL

Special Offer $95.90

Yes, | want to take advantage of your special price.
Please ship me ___ CB3000(s) at $95.90* plus $3.50
postage and handling each. *In GA. add sales tax.

[ Enclosed is my check or money order for

$__ payableto:

GIFTIMASTER

Corporation
2575 Chantilly Dr.. N.E. Atlanta, GA. 30324
[ Please charge my [] Amer Ex (] Visa(J MC

For immediate processing of credit card orders
CALL TOLL-FREE 800-323-1717 Ext. 59
In llinois call 800-942-8881 Ext. 59

SAVE
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Special
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City. State. Zip .
*‘We guarantee you'll love it!""™ co1181

If we're wrong. return within 30 days for a full refund

|
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|
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MONDIAL

S

Vehicle type: mid-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 4-passenger, 2-
door sedan

Price as tested: $68,000 (estimated)
Options on test car: metallic silver paint, $780.

ENGINE
SLYPOREREIS. Do Er i V-8, aluminum block and heads
Bore x stroke .. .3.19x2.80in, 81 x71mm
BHISPlaCEmEnta s i e s b et i 179cuin, 2927cc
Bompressipn ratiofp: s Deeiy B e w i sl S 8.8:1
Fuaksystamiealc o i Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection
Emissions controls . two 3-way catalytic converters, feedback
fuel-air-ratio control, EGR, auxiliary air pump
............... belt-driven double overhead cams
Power (SAERED) . . ot o 205 bhp @ 6600 rpm
Torgue (SAE net) 181 Ibs-ft @ 5000 rpm
RediineRssm - madrrrn e onlit s MEs s e iR 7700 rpm

Valve gear

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission
Final-drive ratio

...b-speed

Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.59 57 44 mph (7700 rpm)
Il 2.35 8.7 67 mph (7700 rpm)
i 1.69 12.1 93 mph (7700 rpm)
Y 1.24 16.4 126 mph (7700 rpm)
v 0.95 21.5 138 mph (6400 rpm)
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

Wheelbase o mE e s 104.3in
Track, F/R . 58.9/59.7 in

Length

Width . .
Height - 5ot
Ground clearance

....................................... 180.3in

110

CURbiweighta oo Dl
Weight distribution, F/R

Eielicapacititl ddilonice ol Livaiiar Baiie s dene
CHASSIS/BODY
IV peiE i s s AR, oo LR R o e unit construction
Body material ....... welded steel and aluminum stampings

INTERIOR
SAE-volume, frontiseat: ol Bl o 48 cu ft
rear seat ... .27 cuft
trinkispace. . faendil o n i e 3cuft
Erentiseatsi i it bl an i g o s i s bucket
Recliner type . ... infinitely adjustable
Generalicopiforts va i wnl i poor fair good excellent
Fore-and-aft support .............. poor fair good excellent
Lateraksupport o2l il poor fair good excellent

SUSPENSION
F: .. .unequal-length control arms, coil springs, anti-sway bar
R: .. .unequal-length control arms, coil springs, anti-sway bar

STEERING
hypeilie . S sl Sha s e L rack-and-pinion
Turns lock-to-lock. ...... s e e S S e e 3.4
Turning circle curb-tocurb .. .......... AR 39.4ft
BRAKES
L A L R R R e 11.4 x 0.8-in vented disc
: 11.7 x 0.8-in vented disc
................. U e e )

WHEELS AND TIRES .
Whee|'size t.oo o 390 x 180mm, 15.4x7.1in
W heelty penih Jinides il e el it iy cast aluminum
Tiremakeandsize.......... Michelin TRX, 240/55VR-390
Test inflation pressures, F/R . ..35/39 psi

1

CURRENT BASE PRICE dollars x 1000

JAGUAR XJ-S

PORSCHE 928

BITTER SC

FERRARI MONDIAL (estimated)

ACCELERATION seconds

PORSCHE 928

_

FERRARI MONDIAL

§80-60 mph
Bl ', -mile

70-0 MPH BRAKING feet
Fi I
PORSHE 928

BITTER SC

FERRARI MONDIAL
JAGUARXJS | |

BITTER SC
PORSCHE 928 | |
JAGUARXJ-S | |

FERRARI MONDIAL

EPA ESTIMATED FUEL ECONOMY mpg
I

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL dBA

l
JAGUAR XJ-S
BITTER SC

PORSCHE 928

FERRARI MONDIAL

D-mplh cruise
Full-throttle

CAR and DRIVER



